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In 2018, Chad made a moderate advancement in efforts to 
eliminate the worst forms of child labor. In March 2018, the 
Government of Chad ratified an ordinance prohibiting trafficking 
in persons and sent three labor inspectors to attend a 45-day 
refresher training at the ILO-accredited African Regional Center for 
Labor Administration in Cameroon. The government also launched 
the Refugees and Host Communities Support Project, which aims 
to improve access to health and education services for refugees, 
including children engaged in the worst forms of child labor. However, 
children in Chad engage in the worst forms of child labor, including 
forced labor in cattle herding and domestic work, each sometimes 
as a result of human trafficking. The country’s legal framework does not 
contain criminal penalties for the use of children in illicit activities, and 
austerity measures imposed in 2016 continue to limit government funding 
for efforts to combat child labor. The government does not collect data on 
law enforcement efforts and has no active policies for relevant sectors of 
child labor, such as commercial sexual exploitation, and forced labor in 
domestic work and herding cattle.

I. PREVALENCE AND SECTORAL DISTRIBUTION OF CHILD LABOR

Children in Chad engage in the worst forms of child labor, including forced labor in cattle herding and domestic 

Table 1. Statistics on Children’s Work and Education
Children Age Percent

Source for primary completion rate: Data from 2016, published by UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2019.  
Source for all other data: International Labor Organization’s analysis of statistics from Demographic and Health Survey, 2014–2015. 

Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity
Sector/Industry Activity
Agriculture
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Table 2. Overview of Children’s Work by Sector and Activity
Sector/Industry Activity
Categorical Worst Forms of Child 
Labor‡

 
‡ Child labor understood as the worst forms of child labor per se 

II. LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR CHILD LABOR

Table 3. Ratification of International Conventions on Child Labor
Convention Ratification

Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets 
International 
Standards

Age Legislation

Yes

Yes

(Cont.)
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Table 4. Laws and Regulations on Child Labor

Standard
Meets 
International 
Standards

Age Legislation

for Children

Yes

Prohibition of Forced Labor Yes

Yes

Prohibition of Commercial Sexual Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

III. ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS ON CHILD LABOR

Table 5.  Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement
Organization/Agency Role

(Cont.)
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Table 5.  Agencies Responsible for Child Labor Law Enforcement
Organization/Agency Role

Labor Law Enforcement

Table 6. Labor Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Labor Law Enforcement 2017 2018

(Cont.)
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Criminal Law Enforcement

Table 7. Criminal Law Enforcement Efforts Related to Child Labor
Overview of Criminal Law Enforcement 2017 2018

IV. COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT EFFORTS ON CHILD LABOR

Table 8. Key Mechanisms to Coordinate Government Efforts on Child Labor
Coordinating Body Role & Description

Forms of Child Labor

Protection Committees
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V. GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON CHILD LABOR

Table 9. Key Policies Related to Child Labor
Policy Description

which focuses on training members of the courts, local authorities, traditional and religious leaders, members 

VI. SOCIAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS CHILD LABOR

Table 10. Key Social Programs to Address Child Labor
Program Description
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VII. SUGGESTED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS TO ELIMINATE CHILD LABOR

Table 11. Suggested Government Actions to Eliminate Child Labor

Area Suggested Action Year(s) 
Suggested

Legal Framework

Coordination

Social Programs

child labor, such as the use of forced child labor in herding cattle, domestic work, and commercial 
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